MATH 499 Assignment 2

Taking place in class, on Thursday, February 17, 2011
Present a blitz presentation: a 5-minute oral overview of your project
Your presentation should be directed at your peers (an intelligent audience with a solid foundation in undergraduate mathematics/statistics).  Your presentation should address the following questions (not necessarily in this order):

· What topic will you be working on?

· What is the context of your topic (historical context and/or real-life application, as appropriate)?

· What specific questions will you focus on in your investigation?

· What is the relevance/significance of these questions?



Purpose of the assignment:

· To put into practice elements of mathematical presentations as discussed in class;

· To practice speaking about your topic area, in a way that engages the listener and conveys the essence of the project (what is the project about and what are the goals).



Additional instructions:

· Your presentation must use some visuals.  You may choose to use overheads or prepare an electronic presentation (PowerPoint or LaTeX [I recommend the beamer document class]), as you see fit.  If you need technical help, please let Dr. Hillen know well in advance of the due date.

· Submit a copy of your presentation AHEAD of class:

· If you are using overheads, submit a paper copy of your slides.

· If you making an electronic presentation, email a copy to Dr. Hillen.
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Peer Review Sheet for Blitz Presentations

Respond to the following questions for each blitz presentation by your peers.

1. How interested are you in the topic presented in the project overview?

2. What suggestions can you make to increase your interest in this topic (if your interest is low)?  If your interest is high, can you point out specifically what captures your interest?
3. Summarize the speaker’s research topic in two or three sentences.

(This helps the speaker determine if his/her intended message came through.)

4. Summarize the goal(s) of the research project in two or three sentences.

5. Comment on the presentation style, particularly with respect to the strategies discussed in class.  Which techniques does the speaker make use of?  What 2 or 3 specific changes can you suggest that would improve the clarity and flow of the presentation?
