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HIGHLIGHTS

e We integrated realistic ecological processes into an aquatic ecotoxicology model.
o Stoichiometric predator-prey model parameterized to Algae-Daphnia subject to MeHg.

e The ODE model investigates concurrent nutrient and toxicant stressors.

e Analytical analysis, numerical simulations, bifurcation analysis are performed.
e The model captures and explores the Somatic Growth Dilution phenomenon.
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The development of aquatic food chain models that incorporate both the effects of nutrient availability,
as well as, track toxicants through trophic levels will shed light on ecotoxicological processes and ulti-
mately help improve risk assessment efforts. Here we develop a stoichiometric aquatic food chain model
of two trophic levels that investigates concurrent nutrient and toxic stressors in order to improve our
understanding of the processes governing the trophic transfer for nutrients, energy, and toxicants.
Analytical analysis of positive invariance, local stability of boundary equilibria, numerical simulations,
and bifurcation analysis are presented. The model captures and explores a phenomenon called the So-
matic Growth Dilution (SGD) effect recently observed empirically, where organisms experience a greater
than proportional gain in biomass relative to toxicant concentrations when consuming food with high
nutritional content vs. low quality food.

© 2016 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Chemical contaminants are widely dispersed throughout
Earth's ecosystems due to a multitude of human activities, as well
as natural phenomena, and have the potential to adversely impact
a diverse range of organisms (Walker et al., 2012). Bioaccumula-
tion of toxic compounds in aquatic food chains can pose risk to
ecosystem conservation as well as wildlife and human health.
Accurately assessing the risks of contaminants requires more than
an understanding of the effects of contaminants on individual
organisms, but requires further understandings of complex eco-
logical interactions, elemental cycling, and the interactive effects
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of natural stressors, such as resource limitations, and contaminant
stressors.

Ecotoxicological modeling aims to predict how contaminants
cycle through aquatic food systems. It is vital to understand the
processes that determine the trophic transfer of toxicants to im-
prove developed risk assessment protocols. Wang et al. (1996)
developed a simple biokinetic model that has been used to predict
total bioaccumulated toxicant concentrations in multiple species
of aquatic organisms over that last decade (Wang and Rainbow,
2008; Wang, 2012). It models the change in toxicant concentration
(v) in an organism due to uptake and loss due to efflux and
growth:
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where a is the uptake rate constant from the dissolved toxicant, T
is the concentration of dissolved toxicant, £ is the toxicant as-
similation efficiency, f is the predator's ingestion rate, u is the
toxicant concentration in the prey, o, is the toxicant efflux rate,
and g is the predator's growth rate. The Biokinetic model (1) in-
corporates constant parameters for the predator’'s growth rate (g)
and ingestion rate (f). It also assumes the quantity and toxicant
concentration in the prey are constant.

Dynamic ecological population models can offer insight on the
variability of these biokinetic parameters and their influences on
the trophic transfer of toxicants. Huang et al. (2014) developed a
toxicant-mediated predator—prey model that incorporates a vari-
able prey quantity. This model tracks the prey and predator po-
pulation densities, as well as the toxicant body burdens in each
population. The biokinetic model (1) corresponds with the pre-
dator body burden equation from Huang et al. (2014):

dv
de = ol + Jou - oy -ewmf®y
i
Change in toxicant conc. upt:vlzi ef:om uptake from 1052 fgﬂi to loss duehto
of predator over time consuming prey growt] (2)

where e(v) is the toxicant dependent biomass conversion effi-
ciency. The original constant ingestion rate f is replaced with
function f{x) and depends on prey quantity; the constant predator
growth rate g is replaced with the expression e(v)f(x) and de-
pends on the prey quantity, as well as, the predator's toxicant
concentration. Huang et al. (2014) parameterize their model with
the toxicant mercury (Hg), a toxic contaminant that can bioaccu-
mulate in aquatic food chains as methylmercury (MeHg) posing
risk to ecosystems and humans (Mergler et al., 2007). Their tox-
icant-mediated predator-prey model helped shed light on the
different complicated ways varying toxicant concentrations affects
organisms at different trophic levels.

While this model incorporates variable food quantity, it does
not consider food quality. Elemental imbalances, such as phos-
phorus:carbon (P:C) ratios, between trophic levels affect life-his-
tory traits such as growth and reproduction. Toxic compounds can
have similar impacts on these traits. There is increasing evidence
that considering resource stoichiometry and nutrient availability
will improve risk assessment protocols in ecotoxicology (leromina
et al., 2014; Sarwar et al., 2010; Lessard and Frost, 2012; Alexander
et al,, 2013). The interactive effects of nutrient availability and
aqueous Hg concentration may play a significant role in the
bioaccumulation of MeHg. Karimi et al. (2007) show stoichio-
metric constraints, such as food quality, can affect the accumula-
tion of MeHg in Daphnia. They show empirical evidence of Somatic
Growth Dilution (SGD) as Daphnia experience a greater than
proportional gain in biomass relative to MeHg under high phos-
phorus concentrations (Fig. 1). They used MeHg radio-tracer to
measure juvenile Daphnia pulex MeHg concentrations, growth
rate, and ingestion rate when fed on A. falcatus algae of low and
high quality (vary algal P:C ratio). Estimated Daphnia steady-state
MeHg concentrations using the biokinetic model (System (1))
showed that Daphnia grown on high quality food had 3.5 times
higher growth rates, slightly lower ingestion rates, and MeHg
concentrations at steady-state a third lower than Daphnia grown
on low quality food.

Given this empirical evidence, the interactive effects of re-
source limitation and contaminant stress on organisms and

high quality rapid growth lower h’leHg
food concentration

Fig. 1. Simple depiction of Somatic Growth Dilution (SGD), where an organism
experiences a greater than proportional gain in biomass relative to toxicant under
high food quality conditions.

ecosystems needs to be considered in toxicological risk assessment
applications. Models have proven to be useful tools in ecotox-
icological predictions, however current models do not consider
dynamical interactive effects of contaminant stressors and stoi-
chiometric constraints, such as nutrient/light availability and food
quality.

In order to incorporate and balance multiple essential elements
and contaminants, the mathematical models and the empirical
experiments will be structured under the framework of the theory
of Ecological Stoichiometry (Sterner and Elser, 2002). This theory
considers the balance of multiple chemical elements and how the
relative abundance of essential elements, such as carbon (C), ni-
trogen (N), and phosphorus (P), in organisms affects ecological
dynamics. Ecologists have made important progress collecting
large amounts of data from both lab experiments and field sites to
support Ecological Stoichiometry (Andersen, 1997; Sterner and
Elser, 2002; Urabe and Sterner, 1996; Elser et al., 1996; Elser and
Urabe, 1999; Elser et al., 2000, 2001; Urabe et al., 2002; McCauley
et al., 2008; Hessen et al., 2013). Since the development of the
theory of ecological stoichiometry, a wide variety of stoichiometric
food web models have been proposed and analyzed (Andersen,
1997; Loladze et al., 2000; Grover, 2004; Hall, 2004; Wang et al.,
2008a; Hall, 2009; Wang et al., 2012; Peace et al., 2013, 2014).
Stoichiometric models incorporate the effects of both food quan-
tity and food quality into a single framework that produces rich
dynamics. Stoichiometric models allow one to investigate the ef-
fects of nutrient stressors on population dynamics and track the
trophic transfer of energy and nutrients (Peace, 2015). Empirical
efforts and models developed under the theory of Ecological
Stoichiometry have advanced our understanding of ecological in-
teractions (Andersen et al., 2004; Hessen et al., 2013).

Two existing ecotoxicology models do consider a contaminant
stressor along with a single stoichiometric constraint: (1) Bontje
et al. (2009) developed a model that considers both nutrient stress
and toxicant stress parameterized for a N-limited algal population
and (2) Ankley et al. (1995) developed a model that considers both
light availabilities and contaminant concentrations to looks at the
effects of varying light intensities on a photo-activated con-
taminant stressor on aquatic organisms. However, unlike Ecolo-
gical Stoichiometric models, these models do not allow for mul-
tiple dynamic stoichiometric constraints where the element lim-
iting growth can change with environmental nutrient and light
availabilities.

Ecological Stoichiometry has proven successful in aquatic eco-
logical applications and has the potential to improve our under-
standing of the effects chemical contaminants have on organisms
and ecosystems (Hansen et al.,, 2008). It offers a conceptual fra-
mework to investigate the impact of elemental imbalances on the
response of organisms to contaminants while simultaneously
considering the effects of contaminants on ecosystem processes
(Danger and Maunoury-Danger, 2013).

Here, we extend System (3) under the framework of Ecological
Stoichiometry (Sterner and Elser, 2002) to develop a toxicant-medi-
ated predator—prey model that incorporates a variable food quantity as
well as quality. Loladze et al. (2000) formulated a stoichiometric pre-
dator—prey Lotka—Volterra type model (LKE model) of the first two
trophic levels of an aquatic food chain incorporating the fact that both
the predator and prey are chemically heterogeneous organisms com-
posed of two essential elements, carbon (C) and phosphorus (P). The
model allows the phosphorus to carbon ratio (P:C) of the prey to vary
above a minimum value, which brings food quality into the model. The
LKE model is described in detail in Appendix A and is used as guide as
we expand System (3) under the Ecological Stoichiometric framework.
These modeling efforts help shed light on nutrient and chemical
contaminant cycling and ultimately can improve toxicological risk
assessment protocols.
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2. Model formulation

We start with the toxicant-mediated predator—prey model de-
veloped by Huang et al. (2014):
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where x and y are the prey and predator population densities
(mg C/L) respectively and u and v give toxicant body burden, or
the concentrations of the toxicant in the prey and predatory, re-
spectively. Function b(u, x) is the toxicant dependent prey growth
rate, dy(u) and d,(v) are toxicant dependent death rates for the
prey and predator, respectively, f (x) is the predator ingestion rate,
e(v) is the toxicant dependent biomass conversion efficiency, a4, a,
are toxicant uptake rates and ¢, o are toxicant efflux rates for the
prey and predator, respectively, and £ is the predator toxicant
assimilation efficiency.

We extend System (3) under the framework of Ecological
Stoichiometry (Sterner and Elser, 2002) to develop a toxicant-
mediated predator-prey model that incorporates a variable food
quantity as well as quality. First, consider the prey growth rate
presented in Huang et al. (2014),

a;max{0, 1 — axu}
1+ asx

b, x) =

where 0 < max{0, 1 — au} < 1 comes from a linear dose response
for the gain rate. Parameter a; is the maximum prey growth rate,
a, is the effect of the toxicant on the prey growth rate, and as
accounts for the effect of crowding on the prey. Logistic growth is
commonly used in the Ecological Stoichiometry framework, as the
carrying capacity is easily modified to depend on carbon (light)
and P availability. Here we represent growth with a logistic growth
expression where the linear dose response gain rate is in-
corporated into the maximum growth rate parameter:

X

min{K, P- Hy}
q 4)

Here a; is the maximum intrinsic growth rate of the prey and the
above logistic growth expression includes any natural morality of
the prey, K is the prey carrying capacity in terms of carbon or light
availability, P is the total about of phosphorus in the system, 4 is
the constant predator P:C ratio, q is the minimum P:C ratio of the
prey, and Q is the variable prey P:C ratio:

b, x,y) = a; max{0, 1 — apu}| 1 -

X )

The above equation is based on the assumption that all avail-
able nutrients are either in the prey or the predator. The model
does not allow for free nutrients to be in the environment. This
assumption is based on the fact that algae take up nutrients very
quickly. This is also assumed in Loladze et al. (2000). Relaxation of
this assumption has been investigated in stoichiometric models
that track free nutrients in the environment (Wang et al., 2008a;
Peace et al., 2014). A minimum function is used to describe the
prey carrying capacity, min{K, (P — dy)/q}. The first input, K, is the
carrying capacity determined by light availability. The second in-
put, (P - dy)/q is the carrying capacity determined by phosphorus
availability.

Now, consider the predator's conversion efficiency presented in
Huang et al. (2014),

e() = p;max{0, 1 — g,v}

where 0 < g, <1 is the growth efficiency, and max{0, 1 — p,v}
represents a linear dose response for the growth efficiency where
P> is the effect of the toxicant on predator growth. Under the
stoichiometric framework, predator growth efficiency depends on
the prey's variable P:C ratio Q and the predator's constant P:C ratio
6. A portion of the ingested carbon is used for the predator's
metabolic costs, such as respiration. Let ff; be the predator's
maximal production efficiency in terms of carbon. Then /% is the P:

C ratio of the post-ingested prey representing the amount of P and
C available for predator growth. When ﬂ% > 6, the growth of the
predator is limited by carbon and the maximum conversion effi-
ciency is ;. However when /% < 0, the growth of the predator is
limited by phosphorus and the maximum conversion efficiency is
%. The predator's conversion efficiency takes the following form:

. Q}
e(v, x,y) = ming f;, — emax{0, 1 — p,v}.
( ¥ {ﬁ1 ) { PV} ©)
Note that f; corresponds with the parameter e in the LKE
model as the predator's conversion efficiency in terms of carbon. A
minimum function is used to describe the consumer growth rate,

min{/}], %} The first input, S, is used when consumer growth is

limited by carbon. The second input, % is used when consumer
growth is limited by phosphorus.

Incorporating the stoichiometric logistic growth expression for
the prey (4) and conversion efficiency for the predator (6) yields
the following toxicant-mediated model that incorporates a vari-
able food quantity as well as quality:

dx
d

Change in prey density over time

= amax{0,1 - auu}| 1 - X > x — fX)y
min{ K, =% } —
q loss from
N predation
gain from
growth (7a)
d .
d—y = mm{ﬂp g}max{O. 1= BvifX)y — da(v)y
wt—f 0 N——
Change in predator —— loss from
density over time gain from death
growth (7b)
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The biokinetic model (1) corresponds with % from Eq. (7d). The
original constant ingestion rate f is replaced with function f{x) and
depends on prey quantity; the constant predator growth rate g is
replaced with the expression e(v, x, y)f (x) and depends on the
prey quantity and quality, as well as, the predator's toxicant
concentration.

3. Model parameterization

We apply the stoichiometric toxicant-mediated predator—prey
model (7) to a system of algae (prey) and Daphnia (predator), in
order to investigate the effects of co-occurring phosphorus and Hg
availabilities on population dynamics and Hg bioaccumulation.
Details on the parameterization are in Appendix B. All parameter
values are listed in Table 1.

4. Model analysis

We assume the dynamics of the body burden equations (7 c,d)

Table 1
Model parameters.

operate on a faster time scale than the dynamics of population
growth (7 a,b). The uptake and efflux of the toxicant may balance
out and drive the body burden equations to approach a quasi-
steady-state. For the model analysis we make this quasi-steady-
state assumption to reduce the system down to two equations.
Define the small parameter e = aj01. Note that using the para-
meters in Table 1 for algae and Daphnia e = 0.0576. This small
parameter is introduced in the following nondimensionalization.
We then analyze the reduced nondimensional system. For math-
ematical convenience, we assume [=1 for the following analysis.
The parameterization of this simplifying assumption on the mor-
tality function is discussed in Appendix B.

4.1. Nondimensionalization and quasi-steady-state approximation

Here we rescale the Model (7) with the following nondimen-
sional parameters:

~ — my -~ _Cp o _ &Corp
i=au, TMmp==—2 ="t PFfH=22
(23] al a
a ~ ~
= Z_ﬂz' V= /32\/, € = aq01, t = aqt,
axq
~ ~ C
G2 =o0201, o1=o01, | =mael, ¥ =—y,
a
—~ h — h ~ 6 =~ P-08y
= po_2 g%l §_I0)
ajop Praq c X ®)

Dropping the tildes for more convenient notation, Model (7) can
then be written as the following nondimensional system:

%:max{o,l—U}l— = x-
min{l(, ﬂ} ars
q 9a)
dy _ . Q X
i = mln{ﬂ], g}max{ 0,1-v} Tix (hyv + my)y ©9b)

Parameter Description Value Source

ai Algae maximal growth rate 1.2/day Andersen (1997)

a Toxicant effect on algal reproduction 0.0051 mg C/ug T Estimated from data compiled in Vocke (1978)?
K Algae C carrying capacity 0-3mgC/L Andersen (1997)

£ Daphnia C growth efficiency 0.8 (unitless) Andersen (1997)

P2 Toxicant effect on Daphnia reproduction 10.13 mg C/ug T Fit to data from Biesinger et al. (1982)°

0 Daphnia constant P:C 0.03 mg P/mg C Andersen (1997)

q Algae minimal P:C 0.0038 mg P/mg C Andersen (1997)

hy Toxicant coefficient for Daphnia mortality 0.347 mg C/ug T/day Fit to data from Biesinger et al. (1982)¢

I Toxicant exponent for Daphnia mortality 1.685 (unitless) Fit to data from Biesinger et al. (1982)¢

my Daphnia natural loss rate 0.25/day Andersen (1997)

c Daphnia max ingestion rate 0.81/day Andersen (1997)

a Daphnia ingestion half saturation constant 0.25 mg C/L Andersen (1997)

a; Algae uptake coefficient 0.012 L/mg C/day Hill and Larsen (2005)

ax Daphnia uptake coefficient 0.011 L/mg C/day Tsui and Wang (2004)

a1 Algae toxicant efflux rate 0.048/day Hill and Larsen (2005)

o2 Daphnia toxicant efflux rate 0.04/day Tsui and Wang (2004), Karimi et al. (2007)
13 Daphnia toxicant assimilation efficiency 0.97 (unitless) Tsui and Wang (2004), Karimi et al. (2007)
T Total toxicant ng T/L

P Total phosphorus mg 0.01-0.08 mg P/L

@ Parameter estimation discussed in Section B.2.
b Data fitting discussed in Section B.3.2.
¢ Data fitting discussed in Section B.3.1.
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Fig. 2. Predator—prey phase portraits for varying light levels: (a) low light K=0.5 mg C/L, (b) high light K=1 mg C/L, (c) very high light K=1.5 mg C/L. The x-nullclines are
dashed curves and the y-nullclines are solid curves. Open circles depict unstable equilibria and closed circles depict locally stable equilibria. Points Ep and E; are boundary
equilibria. Points E,, E3, and E4 are interior equilibria. The grey arrowed-curve in figure (b) shows a stable limit cycle. Parameter values listed in Table 1 with P=0.03 mg P/L
and T = 0.025 pg MeHg/L. Population dynamics are similar to those obtained in Loladze et al. (2000).
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Applying the quasi-steady-state assumption and letting ¢ — 0
yields

uo T Vzl[H/fz X )

ot’ 02 of @ +Xx (10

Substituting (10) into the x and y equations of System (9) produces
the following quasi-steady-state nondimensional system:

%:max{Ol—l}l— X x - Y
of min{K, ﬂ} a+x

q 1a)

dy Q T B X Xy
4y _ ) 0,1--— P2 X L XY
dt mm{/i] }max{ o‘z[}/ * c2a+x)[a+x
- hz—T[}’+ ﬂ—% X ]-I— my |y
() of A +X (‘11b)

Note that if T > & then the toxicant levels are too high for the
prey to reproduce and grow and (x, y) — (0, 0). For the following

analysis we assume that T < ¢ and let k = min{ K, Z}

4.2. Positive invariance

Theorem 4.1. Solutions to System (11) with initial conditions in the
set

Q:{(x,y): Osxsk:min{l(, B} 0<y, qx+0y<P}
q 12)

will remain there for all forward time.

The proof can be found in Appendix D.

4.3. Asymptotic dynamics

To investigate the equilibria we first rewrite System (11) in the
following form:

dx
Fri xF(x,y) (13a)
dy _
E —yG(X- J’) (]3b)
where
X y
Fx,y) = max —
[ mm{K P—ay} a+x
q (14a)
G, y) = mm{/}], }max{o, 1- T ﬁz X ]}L
61 a+x)|a+x
hZT y B = X l+m
[2p) 0'1 a+ X (‘14b)
The Jacobian takes the following form:
Fx, ) + xE X, ) X5 X, y)
B Y6,y G Y +yG,x )|
There are two equilibria on the boundary, Ep=(0,0) and

E; = (k, 0). The following theorem shows local stability of these
boundary equilibria.

Theorem 4.2. E, = (0, 0) is saddle point. The stability of E; = (k, 0)
depends on the sign of G(k, 0). E; is locally asymptotically stable if
G, 0) < 0 and E; is saddle point if G(k, 0) > 0.

The proof can be found in Appendix E.

Fig. 2 illustrates phase portraits with the prey x-nullclines and
the predator y-nullclines for varying levels of light. Equilibria are
located at the intersection of these nullclines. In addition to the
two boundary equilibria Ey and E;, numerical observations show
the existence of three interior equilibria E;, E3, and E4. As light
levels vary, the shape of the x-nullcline changes which affects the
number and the nature of the interior equilibria. For low light
(Fig. 2a) there is one interior equilibria, E;. Numerical observations
show that this is locally stable. For high light (Fig. 2b) this interior
equilibria E3 becomes unstable and a stable limit cycles emerges.
Under very high light (Fig. 2¢) there are three interior equilibria E;,
Es, and E4. Here the limit cycles have collapsed and E, is locally
stable.
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5. Numerical analysis

Loladze et al. (2000) investigate the effects of light enrichment
on the basic stoichiometric predator-prey model (System (A1)).
Peace et al. (2013) investigate the effects of nutrient enrichment
on an expanded stoichiometric predator-prey model. It is ob-
served that increasing light levels K causes the prey food quality Q
to decrease, whereas increasing the nutrient levels P causes the
prey food quality to increase. Here we numerically explore how
stoichiometric constraints affect the populations densities and the
trophic transfer of the toxicant. We vary the light level K, in order
to manipulate the prey food quality. Additionally, we investigate

the effects of increasing toxicant concentrations T on the popula-
tion dynamics. Simulations from numerical experiments are pre-
sented in Section 5.1 and bifurcation analyses are presented in
Section 5.2.

5.1. Numerical simulations

These simulations use the parameters listed in Table 1 with
P=0.03 mg P/L for varying light intensities K (Fig. 3) and varying
toxicant concentrations T (Fig. 4).

Fig. 3 shows the population densities, food quality, body burden,
and phase portraits predicted by model (7) for three different light
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Fig. 3. Numerical simulations for (a)-(c) population densities x (dashed), y (solid) mg C/L, (d)—(f) algal quota Q mg P/mg C, (g)—(i) body burdens u (dashed), v (solid) pg MeHg/
mg C, and (j)«(1) phase portraits for three different light intensities: low light K=0.5 mg C/L (column one), high light K=1 mg C/L (column two), and very high light
K=1.5 mg C/L (column three). Parameter values listed in Table 1 with P=0.03 mg P/L and T = 0.025 ug MeHg/L. Data obtained using MATLAB and XPP. Population dynamics

are similar to those obtained in Loladze et al. (2000).
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ug MeHg/L (column two), and high contamination T = 1 pg MeHg/L (column three). Parameter values listed in Table 1 with P=0.03 mg P/L and K=0.6 mg C/L. Data obtained

using MATLAB and XPP.

levels K=0.5, 1, 1.5 mg C/L and a fixed toxicant level. The food quality
Q predictions (Fig. 3d-f) follow from Eq. (5). Under low light, the
system exhibits a stable steady state where the population densities
x, y are low (Fig. 3a), food quality Q is high (Fig. 3d), and predator body
burden u is low (Fig. 3g). Here y is low due to low food quantity.
Increasing the light level to high light causes a Hopf bifurcation to
occur as the steady state looses stability and limit cycles emerge
(Fig. 3b, e, and h). The limit cycles collapse as the light level continues
to increase. Under very high light, the system exhibits another stable
steady state where the population density x is high but y is low
(Fig. 3c), food quality Q is low (Fig. 3f), and predator body burden v is

high (Fig. 3g). Here y is low due to low food quality rather than
quantity. The low food quality (Fig. 3f) has significant influences on the
predator population; reducing the density (Fig. 3¢) and increasing the
body burden (Fig. 3i). The Somatic Growth Dilution (SGD) effect is
seen when comparing the food quality and body burden under low
light (Fig. 3d and g) versus very high light (Fig. 3f and i).

Asymptotic dynamics can been seen in the phase portraits
(Fig. 3j, k, and 1). Under low light levels, the interior equilibria E; is
stable (Fig. 3j). The existence of a stable limit cycle is observed
under high light (Fig. 3k). Under very high light levels, the interior
equilibria E,4 is stable (Fig. 3I).
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Fig. 4 shows the population densities, food quality, body bur-
den, and phase portraits predicted by model (7) for three different
toxicant levels T=0.5, 0.75, 1 pg MeHg/L and a fixed light level. The
food quality Q predictions (Fig. 4d—f) follow from Eq. (5). Under
low toxicant contamination, the system exhibits limit cycles for
this fixed light level K=0.6 mg C/L (Fig. 4a, d, and g). Increasing the
toxicant contamination collapses the limit cycles as the system
passes the Hopf bifurcation and exhibits a stable steady state
(Fig. 4b, e, and h). Increasing the toxicant contamination further
leads the predator population to extinction (Fig. 4c). Here the prey
actually benefits from high contamination levels. According to the
parameter values obtained, the algae are much less sensitive to
MeHg contamination than Daphnia and the extinction of the
predator relieves predation pressure off the prey (Fig. 4c). The
increased population density of the prey x, under high con-
tamination, reduces the prey food quality Q (Fig. 4f). The body
burdens u, v increase as the toxicant levels increase. Under high
contamination the predator body burden v increases very rapidly
as the predator goes towards extinction y — 0 (Fig. 4i). Note the
difference in the scale on the vertical axes of Fig. 4g, h, and i.

Asymptotic dynamics can been seen in the phase portraits
(Fig. 4j, k, and 1). Under low toxicant contamination, there exists of
a stable limit cycle (Fig. 4j). The interior equilibria E4 is stable
under high contamination (Fig. 3k). Under very high contamina-
tion, there are no stable interior equilibria or limit cycles and
boundary equilibria E; is stable. Here the very high toxicant levels
drives the predator to extinction.

5.2. Bifurcation analysis

Bifurcation diagrams for the predator population density y, the
total amount of toxicant in the predator population V, and the
predator body burden v are shown in Figs. 5 and 6.

Fig. 5 uses the light level K as the bifurcation parameter. These
bifurcations are similar to those obtained in the LKE model (Loladze
et al, 2000) and globally investigated by Van Voorn et al. (2010), Li
et al. (2011), and Xie et al. (2016). When light levels are very low there
is not enough energy in the system to support the predator popula-
tion. As K increases, a stable steady state emerges. The predator po-
pulation starts off at low density (Fig. 5a) with low body burden
(Fig. 5¢). As K continues to increase, the predator density increases
until the stable steady state looses it's stability and limit cycles emerge
at a Hopf bifurcation. This is the well known “paradox of enrichment”
(Rosenzweig, 1971; Diehl, 2007). Eventually, as K increases further,
another bifurcation occur where the limit cycles collapse and a new
interior stable state appears. For the LKE model, Van Voorn et al.
(2010) found this bifurcation to be a homoclinic bifurcation coinciding
with a tangent bifurcation where a saddle-node homoclinic connec-
tion is formed. After this bifurcation the predator density will begin to
decrease as K increases to very high values. This decline in predator
density caused by high light levels is a phenomenon called the
“paradox of energy enrichment” (Loladze et al., 2000). At high light
levels, the low density predator population has high body burden
(Fig. 5¢). The SGD effect is observed when comparing the body burden
values on the left (low K) with the values on the right (high K) in
Fig. 5¢. Food quality Q is high for low light levels and is low for high
light levels.
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Fig. 5. Bifurcation diagrams for (a) y predator biomass, (b) V total toxicant in predator population, (c) v predator body burden using bifurcation parameter K mg C/L. Solid
curves depict stable equilibria and limit cycles and dashed curves depict unstable equilibria. The solid curves in between the Hopf and saddle node bifurcations depict the
maximum and minimum values of the stable limit cycle. Parameter values listed in Table 1 with P=0.03 mg P/L and T = 0.025 pg MeHg/L. Data generated using XPP-AUTO.
Population dynamics are similar to those obtained in Loladze et al. (2000) and globally investigated in Van Voorn et al. (2010), Li et al. (2011), and Xie et al. (2016).
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Fig. 6 uses the toxicant contamination level T as the bifurcation
parameter and a fixed light level K=0.6 mg C/L. Under this para-
meterization, the system exhibit limit cycles for low toxicant le-
vels. As T increases, the limit cycles collapse at the Hopf bifurcation
and a stable steady state emerges. The predator population ex-
perience a slight decrease as T, and therefore their body burden v
increases. Eventually, for very high T levels not shown in the
diagrams, the predator population will decline to extinction.

6. Discussion

The development of ecotoxicological models over the last couple
decades have significantly contributed to interpreting how con-
taminants impact organisms and cycle through aquatic food webs
(Hallam and De Luna, 1984; Ankley et al., 1995; Kooijman and Be-
daux, 1996; Wang et al., 1996; Mackay et al., 1992; Pieters et al.,
2006; Ashauer et al., 2007; Wang and Rainbow, 2008; Ashauer and
Brown, 2008; Bontje et al., 2009; Huang et al., 2014). These mod-
eling efforts take a variety of approaches to predict the effects of
diverse chemical contaminants on organismal growth and survival.
Many of these models assume the food quantity and quality are
constant. (Huang et al,, 2014 and Pieters et al., 2006 incorporate
variable food quantities in their models but do not consider variable
food quality.) However, there is increasing evidence that organisms
experience interactive effects of contaminant stressors and food
conditions, such as resource stoichiometry and nutrient availability
(Danger and Maunoury-Danger, 2013).

We developed a model that expands conventional toxicological
approaches that only consider constant food quantity and quality
using the framework of Ecological Stoichiometry (Sterner and

Elser, 2002). Model (7) incorporates the effects of concurrent nu-
trient and toxicant stressors on population dynamics and the
trophic transfer of toxicants. While the model can be generalized
to a variety of aquatic species and chemicals, we parameterized
model (7) to an algae-Daphnia system that investigates levels of
phosphorus, carbon (light), and MeHg.

In order to analytically analyze the model, we employed a quasi-
steady-state assumption to reduce the model down to two di-
mensions. We assumed population metabolism occurs on a faster
time scale than population growth dynamics. Analytical analysis of
the reduced model (System (11)) shows the model is positive and
bounded. We analytically investigated the existence and local sta-
bility of boundary equilibria. The existence and stability of interior
equilibria and limit cycles were observed numerically.

Recent data show that the interactive effects of nutrient avail-
ability and aqueous Hg concentration may play a significant role in
the bioaccumulation of MeHg. The model is used to explored the
effects of varying light levels and toxicant concentrations on po-
pulation dynamics and the flow of MeHg across the two trophic
levels. The model captures the Somatic Growth Dilution (SGD)
phenomenon, which has been observed empirically in Daphnia
contaminated with MeHg, as they experience a greater than pro-
portional gain in biomass relative to MeHg under high phosphorus
concentrations (Karimi et al., 2007). SGD can be seen in the nu-
merical simulations and bifurcation analysis (Section 5).

It is important to note that the nonstoichiometric toxicant-
mediated predator prey model developed by Huang et al. (2014),
model (3) and the stoichiometric model developed here, model (7)
ignore the influences of the populations on the toxicant in the
environment. Environmental toxicant concentration is treated as a
parameter, T. These models assume the toxicant concentrations in
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the environment are determined by external conditions and are
not regulated by the population dynamics. This assumption is
reasonable because the toxicant contained in the studied popula-
tions is a tiny portion of the environmental toxicant.

The model developed here integrates an a ecotoxicological
model into the theory of Ecological Stoichiometry. Egs. (4) and (6)
are an initial attempt at coupling toxicant and nutrient stressors in
the growth functions of the prey and predator. Here we assume
that the organisms pay an energy or carbon cost when exposed to
contaminants, that reduce the growth rates based on a linear dose
response of growth to concentrations of the toxicant. The model
allows us to mathematically explore toxicant-induced carbon
costs. It is important to note that this initial model iteration as-
sumes the toxicant-induced costs is paid in carbon.

Future model iterations should consider the impact of con-
taminants on organism elemental compositions. In addition to
influencing life history traits specific contaminants can impact
organism elemental composition (Danger and Maunoury-Danger,
2013). This phenomenon has recently been observed: Wang et al.
(2008b) observed plants have lower nitrogen leaf concentrations
when exposed to cadmium, and Xing et al. (2010) observed aquatic
plants have lower nitrogen and phosphorus concentrations when
exposed to iron or copper. Some chemical contaminants have the
ability to alter an organism's physiology, such as their stoichio-
metric P:C ratio. Such impacts on the elemental composition will
alter the elemental balances between the organisms and their
consumed resources, resulting in stoichiometric constraints that
will in turn influence population dynamics. More work is needed
that focuses on how toxicants impact elements compositions.
Future directions can mathematically and empirically explore
toxicant-induced nutrient costs, in addition to the toxicant-in-
duced carbon costs incorporated in the model presented here.

Acknowledgements

Part of this work was conducted while Angela Peace was
Postdoctoral Fellow at the National Institute for Mathematical and
Biological Synthesis, an Institute sponsored by the National Sci-
ence Foundation through NSF Award #DBI-1300426, with addi-
tional support from The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Hao
Wang's research is partially supported by an NSERC Discovery
grant.

Appendix A. LKE model with slight modification

Loladze et al. (2000) formulated a stoichiometric prey-predator
Lotka-Volterra type model (LKE model) of the first two trophic
levels of an aquatic food chain incorporating the fact that both
preys and predators are chemically heterogeneous organisms
composed of two essential elements, carbon (C) and phosphorus
(P). The model allows the phosphorus to carbon ratio (P:C) of the
prey to vary above a minimum value, which brings food quality
into the model. Below is the LKE model presented by Loladze et al.
(2000):

dx X
Z=gx|[1 - —F——— |- f™y
dt min{K, P—Hy}
q (Ala)
dy . Q _
o _emln{l. 19}f 0y — day (A.1b)

where

P - oy
E—

Q=

and a; is the prey maximum growth rate, K is the prey carrying ca-
pacity in terms of carbon or light availability, P is the total about of
phosphorus in the system, @ is the constant predator P:C ratio, Q is the
variable prey P:C ratio, and q is the minimum P:C ratio of the prey.
Here, a minimum function is used to describe the prey carrying
capacity, min{K, (P — 9y)/q}. The first input, K, is the carrying ca-
pacity determined by light availability. The second input, (P — 6y)/q
is the carrying capacity determined by phosphorus availability.
Another minimum function is used to describe the consumer

growth rate, min{ 1, %} The first input, 1, is used when consumer

growth is limited by carbon. The second input, % is used when
consumer growth is limited by phosphorus.

Here we make a small modification to the LKE model (A.1) to
put e inside the minimum function in the expression for predator's
growth. It is well known that not all carbon biomass of the prey
ends up as carbon biomass of the predator. Some carbon is used
for metabolic processes, such as respiration. This is represented by
the predator's conversion efficiency e < 1. It is important to note
that this constant is defined in terms of carbon. Therefore Q/e is
the P:C of the post ingested prey available for predator's growth.
Consider g(x,y) the predator's growth rate. When %> 0, the
growth of the predator is limited by carbon and satisfies
g, y) = f(x)e. However when % < 0, the growth of the predator is
limited by phosphorus and satisfies g(x,y)0 =f(x)Q. Together,
these two cases can be written as:

Q Q
=fx) for=<@o
o e = min{e, g}f(x).
ef x) for % >0 0

Appendix B. Parameterization
B.1. Nontoxicant-related parameters

Many of the nontoxicant-related parameters of algae and
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Fig. B1. Experimental data from Biesinger et al. (1982) of Daphnia magna exposed
to MeHg for 21 days and the mortality function (B.3) with the obtained parameter
values using MATLAB's LSQCURVEFIT to fit the data. The solid curve gives the
empirical mortality function with parameters h, = 0.347 mg C/ug toxicant/day and
I1=1.685. The dashed curve gives the simplified mortality function with parameters
hy = 0.0949 mg C/pg toxicant/day and I=1.
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Daphnia population dynamics are biologically realistic values ob-
tained from Andersen (1997), Urabe and Sterner (1996) and used
in Loladze et al. (2000).

The predator's ingestion rate, f{x) is a monotonic increasing and
differentiable function, f'(x) >0, f(0) = 0. f(x) is saturating with
limy_, of () = c. For the following analysis, we assume the inges-
tion rate is a Holling type II function of the following form,

X

f(X)= a+x

where c is the maximal Daphnia ingestion rate and a is the half
saturation constant.

B.2. Prey toxicant-related parameters

Hill and Larsen (2005) examined the uptake and elimination of
Hg by microalgal biofilms. Their experiment involved observing
microalgal biofilm Hg accumulation over a two day period where
they measured the algae Hg uptake coefficient to be a;=0.0123 L/
mgC/day. They also observed the Hg loss rate by microalgal bio-
films over a four day period and calculated the algal Hg efflux rate
to be ¢, = 0.048/day.

In order to estimate the effect of the toxicant on algae growth,
consider the threshold body burden at which algae is no longer
capable of growth. Following Huang et al. (2015), this threshold
body burden can be described with the following equation,

1 a
L —1T0
(2] o1

B.1)

where Ty is the concentration of toxicant that inhibits algal growth
100%. Vocke (1978) compiled data of growth responses reported
for freshwater algae exposed to Hg. Relevant data from Vocke
(1978) on threshold Hg concentrations that resulted in 100%
growth inhibition for various algal species is shown in Appendix C.
The average Hg concentration threshold for complete inhibited
growth across these species is To=0.7843 mg/L. Using this Ty along
with the above parameters for a; and ¢, and Eq. (B.1), we estimate
az = 0.0051 mg C/ug toxicant.

1
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Fig. B2. Experimental data from Biesinger et al. (1982) of Daphnia magna exposed

to MeHg for 21 days and the reproduction efficiency function (B.4) with the ob-
tained parameter values using MATLAB's LSQCURVEFIT to fit the data.

B.3. Predator toxicant-related parameters

Tsui and Wang (2004) examined the assimilation, dissolved
uptake, and efflux of Hg and MeHg in Daphnia magna. They report
the Daphnia uptake coefficient for dissolved MeHg in the water is
a;=0.011 L/mg C/day. The Daphnia efflux rate for MeHg is
o, = 0.04/day and the assimilation efficiency is 0.97. Karimi et al.
(2007) reported similar values for a, and o,.

B.3.1. Toxicant-dependent predator mortality rate

Here we use the power law to represent the relationship be-
tween toxicant concentrations and predator mortality rate, as re-
commended by the committee on toxicology of the National Re-
search Council in 1992 and tested in Miller et al. (2000). Predator
mortality rate as a function of v, the concentration of the toxicant
in the predator (body burden), takes the following form:

dy(v) = hpv! + my (B.2)

where h, and I are positive constants for the coefficient and ex-
ponent of the power function and m; is the natural loss rate, in-
cluding both natural mortality and respiration. The natural loss
rate for Daphnia is known to be m,=0.25/day (Andersen, 1997). To
parameterize this mortality function we used data presented by
Tsui and Wang (2006) on the percent survival of juvenile Daphnia
magna after 24 h of exposure to treatments of 1.5-7 pg Hg/L.
Huang et al. (2013) described the relationship between the prob-
ability of mortality after ¢ days (p,(t)) and body burden (v) as

po(t) =1 — exp(—hyv't). (B.3)

Following Huang et al. (2013), we took the above mortality func-
tion (B.3) and used MATLAB's LSQCURVEFIT to fit the data pre-
sented by Tsui and Wang (2006). We obtained parameter values
hy = 0.347 mg C/pg toxicant/day and [=1.685. Fig. B1 shows the
experimental data from Tsui and Wang (2006) and the mortality
function (B.3) with the obtained parameter values. It is convenient
to assume I=1 for the analytical analysis presented in Section 4.
Using this simplifying assumption, the mortality function (B.3)
becomes py(t) =1 — exp(—hyvt) where h; = 0.0949 mg C/pg tox-
icant/day when fit to the data. Fig. B1 shows this simplified mor-
tality function with the assumption that I=1 is comparable to the
mortality function (B.3). In this paper, numerical simulations use
the empirical mortality function parameter fits
( h, = 0.347 mg C/pg toxicant/day, I=1.685) and the analytical
analysis  assumes  the  simplified parameter  values
(hy = 0.0949 mg C/ug toxicant/day, I=1).

B.3.2. Toxicant-dependent predator reproduction efficiency
We use the following linear dose response to represent the
effect of the toxicant on the reproduction of the predator

max{0, 1 - g,v} (B.4)

which represents a linear dose response for the reproduction ef-
ficiency (Huang et al., 2013, 2014). Here we are making a simpli-
fying assumption and only consider the effect of the toxicant on
the reproduction and not on individual growth. If the predator
body burden, v, reaches the threshold ﬁiz the reproduction effi-

ciency is zero and reproduction ceases. To parameterize this re-
production function we used MATLAB's LSQCURVEFIT to fit the
data presented by Biesinger et al. (1982) on the average number of
neonates produced by Daphnia magna throughout 21 days of ex-
posure to MeHg. We assumed the number of neonates produced
by Daphnia magna in the control conditions with v=~0
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represented a reproduction efficiency of 1. The reproduction effi-
ciency for the Daphnia magna exposed to MeHg (v > 0) was cal-
culated as the fraction of the number of neonates produced in the
exposed conditions compared to the control conditions. We ob-
tained parameter value 3, = 10.13 mg C/pg toxicant. Fig. B2 shows
the experimental data from Biesinger et al. (1982) and the re-
production efficiency function (B.4) with the fitted parameter
value.

Appendix C. Algae toxicant-inhibited growth data

See Table C1.

Table C1

Relevant data from Vocke (1978) compilation of growth responses reported for
freshwater algae exposed to mercury. Tp is the reported threshold mercury
concentrations that resulted in 100% growth inhibition for the various algal species.
This data was used to estimate parameter a, using Eq. (B.1).

Algae To (mg/L) Source

Chlamydomonas reinhardi 2 Ben-Bassat et al. (1972)
Chlorella vulgaris 0.037 de Jong and Roman (1965)
Chlorella pyrenoidosa 1 Hannan and Patouillet (1972)
Fragilaria crotonensis 1 Tompkins and Blinn (1976)

Appendix D. Proof of Theorem 4.1

Proof. First we show the solutions remain in the rectangle R de-
fined by [O, l(] X [O,

by the inequality gx + 9y < P. Let S(t) = (x(t), y(t)) be a solution of
System (11) with S(0) € R. Assume there exists a time t; > 0 such
that S(t;) touches or crosses a boundary of R for the first time. The
following cases prove solutions remain in R by contradiction.

g], then we show solutions are also bounded

Case 1: x(t) =0. Let ¥ = maXeeo,qy(t) < % Then for every
te [0, 4],
d_x= max< 0, 1 12 1- X -
dt of mm{K P—ay} a+x
" q
> maX{O,l Tz} 1- X Y X
of min{K,P ay} a+x
> max{o 1 Lz} 1—+ —%x—ax
i min{K, —ay}
q

This implies that x(t;) > x(0)e*"t > 0, where « is a constant. This
contradicts x () =0 and proves that S(t) does not reach this
boundary.

Case 2: x(t;) = k = min { K, g} Then for every t € [0, ],

smax{o,l—%} l—%xs(l—%)x
i min{K, a}

Then x(t) < k by a standard comparison argument. This contra-
dicts x(t;) = k and proves that the trajectory does not cross this
boundary.

Case 3: y(t;) = 0. Then for every t € [0, t],

dy . Q T B x Xy
= _ L= 0,1-— Y
dt mm{ﬁl g}max{ o‘z(y+o'1a+x a+x
WT( b x
[02[},+6]2(1+X]+m2]y
_[RI(, o _x
> [o’z[y+alza+x)+m2)y

> —[hz—T(y ﬂ2)+mz]ysay
() of

This implies that y(t) > y(0)e* > 0, where « is a constant. This
contradicts y(t)) =0 and proves that S(t;) does not reach this
boundary.

Case 4: y(t) = g. Then for every t € [0, t],

Y _ min ﬁl,g max 0,1—1 y+ﬂ2 X A
dt 0 o2 sta+x)|a+x
| RRI(, , P X
[02(y+a1a+ ]+m2]y
. Q T
= 0,1-—
Smm{ﬂ] g}max{ 02 7+61a+X}
ax{O,l—T(y f X )} v o _Q xy
1) sta+x]la+x~ 0a
P - oy xP y P y
= =21 Lly<ko|1--L
e S | m]y

Then y(t) < g by a standard comparison argument. This contra-

<

e <
3

dicts y(t) = g and proves that the trajectory does not cross this
boundary. The above cases prove the trajectories are bounded in R.
Now assume S(0) € @ and there exists a time t; > 0 such that S(t))
touches or crosses a boundary of £2 for the first time. The final case
proves solutions remain in £2 by contradiction.

Case 5: qx(t)) + 0y(ty) = P. Then qx(t) + 0y(t) < P for every
t e [0, fy) and gx'(ty) + 6y’ (&) = 0

_ xmy &)
a+x)

X(t) = max{O, 1- 12} 1o x®w
min{l(, W}

o1

X&)y )
a+x)

T x(t)
<maxq0,1-—31- X(t) —
X{ 612} Py [

q

_ xm)y &)
a+x(@@)

and
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y't) = mi“{ﬁp Q(m}max{O, 1- 1(7/ +
0 oy

xyt) | hT Py x(t)
a+x) 62 of 4 + X(ty)

P x(t)
of a+x(t)
)+ mz]}’(ﬁ)

Q) x(t)y (t)
0 a+xt)
_ P-oyty xtnyt)
ox(t) a+x(t)
_gxt) yt)
0 a+x(t)

, , Xty ) gxn ya Y\ _
Then qx'(t) + 0y'(t) < q( L ) + 6( Y ‘Hx(m) =0, a
contradiction. o

<

Appendix E. Proof of Theorem 4.2

Proof. The local stability of Ey = (0, 0) is determined by the Ja-
cobian in the following form,

max{O,l—JT—z} 0
J(Eo) = !
0 —(@+m2)
ofo2

The eigenvalues have different signs, thus Ey is a saddle point. The
local stability of E; = (k, 0) is determined by the Jacobian in the
following form,

F(k, 0) + kFx(k, 0) kFy(k, O
Iy = | 0+ K 0) Ky (k, 0))|

- max{O. 1- lz} KkFy (k, 0))
0 G(k, 0) !

0 Gk, 0

The local stability of E; depends on the sign of G(k, 0). If G(k, 0) is
positive, then E; is an unstable saddle. If Gk, 0) is negative, then
E, is a locally asymptotically stable node. ©
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